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4. Furthermore, since Mr. Bhayat's marriage had-been solemnized
in the Transvaal, he should be regarded a permanent resident of the
Colony,
The Permit Act could not be enforced in the face of these arguments;
and the Magistrate decided that such persons needed no permits to enter
the Transvaal.
This is a very good decision, and the Permit Office has met with a
crushing defeat. We shall await the defence Lord Selborne can muster
in reply.
As a result of this decision, those Indians who were formerly residents
of the Transvaal and hold a Dutch registration certificate will be able
to enter without a permit. This will obviate many inconveniences met
with by those applying for permits.
I must, however, point out that there is a confusion in this case. The
good gentleman that the Volksrust Magistrate is, he has interpreted the
law very sympathetically and in our favour. There are many eminent
barristers who are of the opinion that it is necessary even for those who
possess registration certificates to take out permits; and, undoubtedly,
there are many difficulties in doing so. However, the Government cannot
go in appeal against the Magistrate's decision; and as long as the Indians
make out their case carefully and strongly, they should have no trouble
at all. It will perhaps be easier for them to come through Volksrust
than through Komatipoort, for there is no reason to suppose that all magis-
trates will give a similar decision. The matter cannot be taken as finally
settled as long as the Supreme Court has not given its decision. It should
also be remembered that this is not a case that can be taken to the Supreme
Court.
NEW ACT FOR JOHANNESBURG MUNICIPALITY
The Johannesburg Municipality intends to get a new law passed
concerning its own powers during the present session of the legislature.
It seeks further enabling powers to declare an area a Location or Bazaar,
and to refuse a licence to those who are otherwise entitled to it on such
grounds as the unsatisfactory condition of the building or the applicant
being guilty of some offence. Persons dissatisfied with the decision of
the Municipality would be able to prefer an appeal before a Magis-
trate. It does not seem possible to oppose either of these two points. How-
ever, the power to fix a site for a Location or a Bazaar does not authorize
the Municipality to force people to shift there.
LORD SELBORNE
It appears from the local newspapers that a movement is afoot to
recall Lord Selborne from South Africa. Members of the Radical Party
believe that Lord Selborne does not carry out the policy of the Liberal
Party in full measure.
[From Gujarati]
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